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Building for Tomorrow HostTribute

to Veterans

BY CAT SHANNON

BY CAT SHANNON

ounded in 1973 to |
Fpreserve Mount Joy’s |
history, the Mount Joy
Area Historical Society con-
tinues to protect and share
the area’s heritage. The
nonprofit is in the midst |
of a three-year capital cam- |
paign to raise $425,000
for renovations and an
addition to its building at §
120 Fairview St. With help
from private donors, the |
society is close to its goal §
but still needs assistance
reaching it.
“We need the general public
to come in and close the

Veterans and their families
are invited to attend a special
event at the Marietta Commu-
nity House on Sunday, Nowv. 9.
A Veterans Day program, brick
dedication and ceremony will
begin at 2 p.m. in Studio 264,
located behind the community
house at 264 W. Market St.,
Marietta.

“We hold this event for the
community to honor our veter-
ans,” said Nancy Kulman, secre-
tary for the Marietta Community
House, noting that the location
has played an important role
in local history. “The Marietta
gap,” shared Susan Schlosser Community House was founded

| Hostetter, premdent of the ; 2 to honor Lt. Benjamin Hiestand,
* historical society. “We need I.mda Eberly (left) and Susan Schlosser Hostetter in the Mount Joy Avea who died in World War I in an

a little over $75,000.” Historical Society’s museum. Photo by Gat Shanaon airplane crash while training
The building itself has deep congregation until the 1960s. original features like the lights, | pilots.”

roots. Once home to Macedonia The historical society purchased pulpit, and altar when it dedicated After their son’s death, Mr. and

A.M.E. Church, it served a small the property in 1977, preserving the space in 1982, Mrs. Henry Hiestand formed the
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By 2011, the museum had out-
grown its home, and the nonprofit
acquired the one-room schoolhouse
adjacenttothe property. fts monthly
meetings, which run from March
through November, are held in this
space, which features the original
schoolhouse chalkhoards. The orig-
inal building houses the museum’s
collection, and it’s bursting at the
seams, said Linda Eberly, vice pres-
ident of the historical society and
co-chair of the capital campaign
with Dave Reist.

“The new building will help us
expand ourdisplayarea,’she shared.
“We have so many things in boxes
that wed love to put out, but we're
completely out of room.”

The three-floor addition will be
connected to the museum via an
archway originally used as a pulpit
by the church.

“On the first level, the ground
floor, we're going to have our
new research library area,” Eberly
shared, noting that the space will
include computers for public use.
“The second level will not have
public access, but it will be climate
controlled for storage. Right now,
we have a bunch of stuff stored
out in'our shed, and it’s not climate
controlled.”

The basement of the new build-

ing will hold the archiving area.

“Our archive area is currently an
8-foot folding table set up in our
schoolhouse,” Eberly said. “We really
need'a dedicated archiving area.”

She noted that the new building
will also feature retractable shelving
inthe basementtoallow moreroom
for storage and to make it easier for
volunteers to find items and set up
rotating displays.

“We can’t do rotating displays
now, because we just don’t have
room,” she said. “If we could change
out our displays, it would be more
enticing and interesting for people
to come back again and again.”

Over the years, the society has
collected countless items related to
Mount Joy. One display showcases
shoes made by the Gerberich-Payne
Shoe Company, the official shoe-
maker for the Boy Scouts of America.

“We have military history, sports
history, toals, information on doc-
tors, fire companies, business and
industry,” Hostetter said. “We keep
getting people who want to give

us things, and we want to treasure
them, but we have to say, ‘No we
can’t accept that because we don't
have the space.”

Hostetter said people should
consider supporting the historical
society because local history is
something we all have in common.

“We unite our community. We
have a shared history,” she said. “|
don't careifyou've onlylived here for
two weeksand you're with someone
who's lived here for 50 years, you
have a shared history now.”

Added Eberly, “If we are not
preserving this history for future
generations, then our community
is lost.”

Support for the historical society
can come in many forms, Hostetter
said. Direct donations can be made
to the capital campaign, or people
can donate in honor or memory of
a loved one, which she did in honor
of her father-in-law, who collected
Mount Joy postcards.

“We're also looking for people
who might want to remember the
historical society in their estate,”
Eberly said. The society also sells
a variety of books to benefit its
efforts and has a 2026 calendar for
sale, featuring images of military
and community parades. Calendars
can be purchased at the society, as
well as at Sloan’s Pharmacy, Time
After Time and the Mount Joy Area
(Chamber of Commerce.

Beyond financial contributions,
people can support the society by
volunteering. The museum s cur-
rently only open on Sundays from 1
to'4 p.m. but the hope is to expand
to Saturday hours if more volunteers
step up. Volunteers can serve as
docents, help to digitize items, clean
the museum or help with grounds
maintenance, among other jobs.

Upwards of 50 people attend the
society’s public programs, and both
women are confident even more
people will enjoy the new space
once it’s built.

“Part of our capital campaign
is also to create an endowment so
the society will continue into the
future,” Eberly said. “When people
give to our capital campaign, they
are giving to preserve the past and
ensure the future”

To learn more or contribute to
the capital campaign, visit www
.mountjoyhistory.com.
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Donation

benefit those in need.

Each year, the Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts, and Girl Scouts of Mount
Joy collect food for those in need.
On Saturday, Nov. 1, more than
75 Scouts will begin placing door
hangers on the doors of every
residence in Mount Joy asking
for food donations. The Scouts
will return on Saturday, Nov. 8,
to collect donations.

Scouts in Mount Joy will collect food donations to

Scouts Request Food

z

Current food bank needs
include canned fruits or vegeta-
bles, peanut butter, jelly, pasta,
rice orrice mixes, cake or pancake
mixes, powdered milk, and cereal.

Last year, the Scouts collected
922 bags of food from Mount Joy
neighborhoods and delivered
them to the Mount Joy Food
Bank.

The Elizabethtown/Mount Joy
Christian Women’s Connection
invites area'ladies to its “Fall
‘Leaves’ Me Happy” brunch on
Thursday, Nov. 6, at 9:a.m. at Gus's
Keystone Restaurant, 1050 W.
Main St., Mount Joy.

Jodil Cutting from Elizabeth-
townwill present“Discovery Toys:
Toys That Teach, Play and Inspire
Children.”

The musician will be vocalist

Women’s Group To
Host Fall Brunch

Sandy Hoover from Lancaster.

Karen Williams, from Mechan-
icsville, Va., will be the speaker.
As an actress and former TV talk
show host with many travels,
she will share “Learning to Say
Goodbye.”

Reservations and payment
must be received by Friday, Oct.
31. For more information or to
make a reservation, call Sandy at
717-580-5421.
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